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ADOPTIONS LICENSING STAFF 
 
 
Richard Berger, LCSW-C, Program Manager 
(410) 767- 7799 
E-Mail: richard.berger@maryland.gov  
 
Deborah Taylor, LCSW 
(410) 767-2926 
Deborah.Taylor@maryland.gov 
 
Sherlema Ferguson, LMSW (Bethany Christian only) 
(410) 767-1661 
Sherlema.Ferguson@maryland.gov 
 
Unit Fax: 410-333-8408 
 

 
In order to provide private adoption services in Maryland, an incorporated organization must be licensed 

in accord with Family Law Article §§5-327(b) and 5-501-5-521 Annotated Code of Maryland and Code 

of Maryland Regulations contained in Title.07 Subtitle .05 Chapters .01, .02 and .03.  The only 

exemptions from this legal requirement are those situations in which a close relative or individual 

arranges an adoption without the use of a third party to locate an adoptive family or a child.   Services, 

including the completion of a home study, provided by a third party (other than an attorney preparing 

necessary legal documents) are not permitted unless those services are rendered by staff  persons 

employed by a licensed child placement agency. The agencies listed below are licensed every two years 

and monitored.  Only agencies licensed in Maryland may advertise or market adoption services.  The 

primary purpose for the licensing requirement is to protect the safety, health and welfare of our children.       

 
 
 
 
 

  

mailto:richard.berger@maryland.gov
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mailto:Sherlema.Ferguson@maryland.gov
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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

MARYLAND LICENSED ADOPTION AGENCIES  

 
 

(X indicates inter-country adoption services are available)  
(For more information regarding Inter-country Adoption via the Hague Convention, please see the 

U.S. Department of State: 
http://adoption.state.gov/hague_convention/agency_accreditation/agency_search.php ) 

 
 
 
 
Adoption Makes Family, Inc. 
 
10635 York Road 
Cockeysville, MD 21030 
Dr. Dean Kirshner, Executive Director 
Phone: (410) 683-2100 
Fax:  (410) 666-7880 
E-Mail: dr.kirschner@adoptionmakesfamily.org 
Website:  www.adoptionmakesfamily.org 
 
 
Adoptions Together, Inc.    
 
25058 Lord Baltimore Drive 
Baltimore, MD 21244 
4061 Powder Mill Rd 
Suite 320 
Calverton, MD 20105 
Ms. Janice Goldwater, Executive Director 
Ms. Dawn Musgrave, Esq., Associate Director  
Phone: (410) 869-0620 
Fax:    (410) 869-8419 
E-Mail: jgoldwater@adoptionstogether.org 
    dmusgrave@adoptionstogether.org 
Website:  www.adoptionstogether.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://adoption.state.gov/hague_convention/agency_accreditation/agency_search.php
mailto:dr.kirschner@adoptionmakesfamily.org
http://www.adoptionmakesfamily.org/
mailto:jgoldwater@adoptionstogether.org
mailto:dmusgrave@adoptionstogether.org
http://www.adoptionstogether.org/
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America-World Adoption Association, Inc.  
 
305 Market Street 
Oxford, MD 21601 
Ms. Camilla Sarah Smith, Director 
Phone: (301) 840-5517 
Fax: (703) 356-8973 
Phone:  (800) 429-3369 ext 123 
E-Mail: camillasarah@hotmail.com  
website:  www.awaa.org 
 
 
Associated Catholic Charities Inc.    
 
2601 North Howard Street,  
Suite 200 
Baltimore, MD 21218 
Ms. Laurie Vozella-Bell, Program Administrator  
Ms. Ellen Warnock, Adoption Supervisor 
Phone: (410) 685 - 2363 
Fax:     (410) 659-4060 
E-Mail: lvozell@cc-md.org 
Website:  www.cc-md.org 
 
 
Barker Adoption Foundation, The    
 
7979 Old Georgetown Road 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
5100 Buckeystown Pike 
Suite 250 
Frederick, MD 21703 
Dr. Marilyn Regier, Executive Director 
Ms. Susan Hollar, Assistant Director 
Phone:   (301) 664-9664 
Fax:     (301) 229-0074 
E-Mail: mregier@barkerfoundation.org 
Website:  www.barkerfoundation.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.awaa.org/
mailto:lvozell@cc-md.org
http://www.cc-md.org/
mailto:mregier@barkerfoundation.org
http://www.barkerfoundation.org/
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Bethany Christian Services    
 
2142 Priest Bridge Court 
Suite 1 
Crofton, MD 21114 
Ms. Tawnya H. Brown, Executive Director of Maryland 
Ms. Olubuni Akinkuawo, Assistant Director 
Phone:  (410) 721-2835 
Fax:   (410) 721-5523 
TTY/TDD: (410) 267-5590 
E-Mail: tbrown@bethany.org 
Website:  www.bethany.org 
 
 
Board of Child Care of the United Methodist Church, Incorporated 
 
3300 Gaither Road 
Baltimore, MD 21244 
Ms. Anne Pearce, Adoptions Manager 
Phone: (410) 922-2100 
Fax: (410) 922-7830 
E-Mail: adoptions@boardofchildcare.org 
Website:  www.boardofchildcare.org 
 
 
Children’s Home Society and Family Services   
 
8555 16th Street 
Suite 600 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Ms. Jennifer Hannett, MSW, LCSW-C, Program Administrator 
Direct Phone: (301) 562-6524 
Cell:  (540) 467-2192 
E-Mail: jhannett@chsfs.org 
General Phone: (301) 562-6500 
Fax: (301) 587-3869 
General E-Mail: inquire@chsfs.org 
Website:  www.chsfs.org 
 
 
Cradle of Hope Adoption Center, Inc.      
 
8630 Fenton Street 
Suite 310 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Ms. Linda Perilstein, Esq., Executive Director 
Phone: (301) 587-4400 
Fax: (301) 588-3091 
E-Mail: cradle@cradlehope.org 
Website:  www.cradlehope.org 
 

mailto:tbrown@bethany.org
http://www.bethany.org/
mailto:adoptions@boardofchildcare.org
http://www.boardofchildcare.org/
mailto:jhannett@chsfs.org
mailto:inquire@chsfs.org
http://www.chsfs.org/
mailto:cradle@cradlehope.org
http://www.cradlehope.org/
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Creative Adoptions, Inc.     
 
3545 Ellicott Mills Drive #204 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
Ms. Philipa J. Street, Executive Director 
Phone (301) 596-1521 
Fax:     (301) 596-0346 
E-Mail: cai@creativeadoptions.org 
Website: www.creativeadoptions.org 
 
 
Datz Foundation, Inc., The    
 
17 Warren Road, #25A 
Pikesville, MD 21208 
Ms. Vivian Datoff, Director 
Phone: (301) 258-0629 
Fax:  (301) 921-6689 
E-Mail: datz@patriot.net 
Website:  www.datzfoundation.org 
 
 
Global Adoption Services, Inc.    x 
 
2046 Rushmore Court 
Bel Air, MD 21015 
Ms. Alaina Springer, Executive Director 
Phone: (410) 569-8927  
Fax: (410) 569-0084 
E-Mail:    Maryland@adoptglobal.org/alainaspringer 
     AlainaSpringer@comcast.net 
Website:  http://www.adoptglobal.org 
 
 
International Families, Inc    
 
613 Hawkesbury Lane 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
Ms. Mrudula Rao, Executive Director 
Phone: (301) 622-2406 or (240) 876-6528 
Fax: (301) 622-5192 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cai@creativeadoptions.org
http://www.creativeadoptions.org/
mailto:datz@patriot.net
http://www.datzfoundation.org/
mailto:Maryland@adoptglobal.org/alainaspringer
mailto:AlainaSpringer@comcast.net
http://www.adoptglobal.org/
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Jewish Social Services Agency of Metropolitan Washington – Adoption Options  
 
Ina Kay Building 
Room 133 
200 Wood Hill Road 
Rockville, MD 20850 
Mary Catherine Larkin, Executive Director 
Phone:  (703) 204-9592 

   (301) 881-3700 
Fax: (301) 770-8471 
E-Mail: mlarkin@jssa.org 
Website:  www.jssa.org 
TTY/TDD: (301) 984-5662 
 
 
Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area 
 
2503 Belair Drive 
Bowie, MD 20715 
Ms. Kichelle Coleman, Program Director 
Phone:  (301) 562-8633   
Fax:  (301) 562-8586   
E-Mail: colemank@lssnca.org 
Website:  www.lssnca.org 
 
 
The National Center for Children and Families, Inc. 
 
6301 Greentree Road 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
Ms. Nadezda Henderson, Division Manager 
Phone:  (301) 365-4480  or (202) 543-3217 
Fax:  (301) 365-2536   
E-Mail: nhenderson@nccf-cares.org 
Website:  www.nccf-cares.org 

 
 
 

THIS DIRECTORY IS UPDATED AS NEEDED ON THE DHS WEBSITE AT 
www.DHS.Maryland.gov 

 
(For DHS employees) 

Scroll down to Office of Licensing and Monitoring 
Click on Licensed Agencies & Programs 

Click on Adoption Agencies  
 

 (For the general public) 
Click on Services 

Click on Licensing and Monitoring 
Click on Provider Directories 
Click on Adoption Directory 

mailto:mlarkin@jssa.org
http://www.jssa.org/
mailto:colemank@lssnca.org
http://www.lssnca.org/
mailto:nhenderson@nccf-cares.org
http://www.nccf-cares.org/
http://www.dhr.state.md.us/

